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This document lists several articles related to health
departments’ engagement in population-focused behavioral
health, including ones referenced during PHAB’s May 2018 think
tank. It is not meant to be an exhaustive list. If there are other
resources on this topic of which you think PHAB should be
aware, please contact Nicole Pettenati at
npettenati@phaboard.org.
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At the think tank, Jonathan Purtle, Assistant Professor at Drexel
University School of Public Health, shared findings from two
studies:
• In the 2013 NACCHO Profile of Local Health
Departments, more than half indicated that they
perform at least one mental health activity. The most
common activities were assessing gaps in access to
mental health services (39%) and implementing
strategies to increase access to mental health services
(33%).1
• Interviews with local health officials revealed that mental
health is seen as a public health issue and often a priority
identified in community health assessments. However,
when tackling this issue, health departments report
obstacles related to resources, knowledge, and data. In
addition, local health departments and local behavioral
health agencies face some difficulties collaborating
given their different perspectives and financing.2
In addition, a 2018 essay by Bommersbach et al. emphasizes
the need for stronger collaboration between public health and
behavioral health.3 It describes the potential for accountable
care organizations, requirements related to community health
assessments and community health needs assessments, and
accreditation to help foster that collaboration. The article
includes examples of behavioral health activities that
correspond with the accreditation domains.
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